
Year 10 Summer Newsletter 

Don’t Panic… Be Prepared 

The summer term is always enjoyable. The school field                   

re-opens, the days of sunshine (we can hope) become longer and 

there are opportunities within the school calendar for more              

creative learning opportunities. It is hard to believe that in a few 

short weeks the Year 11 students will be leaving and Year 10 will 

take their place as the oldest in the school – and the students 

closest to major exams.  In a recent review, students asked for greater responsibility within 

school and we are responding to this by launching a system of senior students and prefects 

where Year 10 students will have the opportunity to apply for positions of responsibility – this is                 

currently being developed and students are being consulted. Watch this space! 

Before students can enjoy the long summer, the Year 10 pre public exams (PPEs) will be              

happening in the week beginning 25 June. This is an excellent opportunity for students,                

parents/carers and teachers to assess progress and spot strengths and gaps in knowledge.  

For many students, these results will be the basis for predicted grades for college and sixth 

form admissions. These are important – but there is no need to panic. This is a time for                  

students to put into practice the revision and study skills that we have been developing over              

the course of this year. PPEs are a balancing act; it is of course very important to prepare and 

revise, but students are still working through GCSE content and have homework on top of                   

revision. However, being organised is the key to success. Don’t panic – but be prepared! 

Exam Magic 

We are pleased to announce that Chace Community School will be working 

with Exam Magic to prepare Year 10 students for exams in Key Stage 4. Exam 

Magic uses ground breaking educational and scientific techniques to teach  

children core skills that aid self-understanding, raise self-esteem, set goals,  

visualise exam success and reduce exam stress.  Students will be introduced 

to Exam Magic in the Year 10 assembly on 22 May, where they will also receive an                           

accompanying book. This will be followed up with a longer session after the May half term.  

Students will be randomly selected for workshops and we are hoping to offer parent workshops 

in Year 11. 

PPE Countdown  

From the start of the Summer Term, we had 10 weeks to the PPEs – we have set Year 10 a 

task of completing a weekly challenge to help them prepare for the exams. 

English Revision 

Year 10 can join 

the English Google Classro

om revision area for lots of 

revision activities.  

The code is:                  

rebncgq 
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10 weeks 
to go 

Get organised! 

Check books, file and stick in loose sheets and buy folders to store revision 
notes if you haven’t done so already. Whatever you put together now can be 
used throughout Year 11 too. Check logins for Kahoot, Kerboodle, Show My 
Homework, PIXL and Quizlet. 

9 weeks 
to go 

Get online. 
  
Look at these 10 revision websites and download the apps to your phone. 
Use them! 

  

8 weeks 
to go 

Study Timetable 
Using the exam schedule, make a realistic study timetable, remembering that 
teachers will be setting you other homework. Remember, 15 or 30 minutes 
chunks of revision per subject are better than 3 hours straight on 1 topic. 
Speak to class teachers or form teachers if you are not sure how to revise. 

7 weeks 
to go 

Get quizzing 
Use online quizzes or make your own to test yourself on key ideas.  Choose 
a topic, make a quiz and then re-test yourself a few days later. 

6 weeks 
to go 

Retrieval practice 
Choose a topic from a subject. Write down as much as you know without 
looking online or at your book. Then, check your book and revision guides for 
any missing information and add it to your notes in a different colour. When 
you re-visit your notes, start by quizzing yourself on the things you couldn’t 
remember. 

5 weeks 
to go 

… and relax! 
Being prepared doesn’t mean working every minute of the day. Throughout 
Key Stage 4, you should make time to relax and unwind. Make a special                 
effort this week to do things that you enjoy whether it is a trip to Creams, 
FIFA tournament, a run or football over the park. 



4 weeks 
to go 

Past papers 
 If you’re struggling with a subject or exam technique, ask for exam papers or 
check online. This is a bit harder with the new GCSEs as there are fewer 
past papers. The best way to improve is practise. Time yourself at home and 
then ask a teacher to mark it – or even better, have a go at marking it                 
yourself using the mark scheme. 

3 weeks 
to go 

Be prepared to revise 
 Revision sessions run by teachers can be helpful, but they are much more 
effective if you are prepared when you go. Don’t just turn up, but go armed 
with specific questions highlighting your problem areas. 

2 weeks 
to go 

Don’t avoid the difficult bits 
 It is natural to focus on areas that you are more confident on – whether that 
is whole subjects or topics. Although this can be good to build confidence, in 
the long term, you need to be confident in all areas. Make sure that you 
spend time this week on areas that you don’t enjoy. Find a friend that can 
help you get to grips with it. 

1 week to 
go 

Taper time 
Before a long run, runners taper; they relax and exercise less to make sure 
that they are fully prepared for the race. Exams are no different. Your hard 
work should have already happened and it will pay off. You don’t need to 
stay up all night revising – cramming doesn’t work anyway. Instead, get 
some early night, unwind and eat brain food like nuts, dark chocolate and           
avocadoes! 

Exam 
Time 

Show off all that you know – be confident and get lots of sleep. 

After                
exams 

Reflect 
This is the bit that lots of people forget, but it is the most useful part. When 
you receive your papers back, analyse them. Where did you do well? Why? 
 

There will almost certainly be areas that you are disappointed with – this is 
good as these are probably the areas you can most learn from. What was the 
problem? How can you improve? 
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Newcastle University’s University Survival Guide 25-27 June, 2018  

Congratulations to the 16 students who have been offered a fully funded place on                  

Newcastle University’s summer school. This is a fantastic opportunity to experience               

university life in all of its fullness. PPEs will be re-arranged for these students. 

Key Dates – more information to come 

22 May – Exam Magic introductory assembly 

25-29 June Year 10 Pre Public Exams 

17 July Lifeskills day. Year 10 will not be attending sports day. Instead they will be             

attending a Lifeskills day at school (periods 1-4 incl.) 

Human rights campaigner Peter Tatchell will be speaking to the year group about his 
work, and Spurs FC are sending in a coaching team to work with all Year 10 students. 
The day will finish at lunchtime and students will be allowed to wear suitable clothing. 
 

18 July Careers day 

20 July Rewards summer fayre and last day of term 

REMINDER – work experience is NOT happening within term time. Students are                         

encouraged to arrange a placement in the summer holidays. Danny Murphy will be     

available every Monday break and lunch time in the Library to discuss work experience. 

Students that have previously registered interest will be prioritised for consultations.  
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