
KS3 CURRICULUM: ENGLISH (YEAR 9) 
 

Overview 
Reading continues to be central to the curriculum with four texts studied throughout Year 9, focusing on the students’ developing ability to analyse linguistic, syntactic 
and structural features of literature. Additional to this, the curriculum also provides opportunities for the students to become skilled writers and competent in writing 
expositional, argumentative and creative pieces.   

 

 Focus / Topic Knowledge & Skills Assessment 

Autumn 1 

Writing to Argue 
and Describe  
“Looking for JJ” 
by Anne Cassidy 

• Explore and practise the different conventions required in argumentative and creative 
writing  

• Develop an understanding of how to use vocabulary and devices to engage a reader 

• Continue to strengthen technical accuracy skills 

An argumentative piece of writing 
responding to a statement provided.  
 
A creative piece of writing based on 
describing an image provided.  

Autumn 2 

Reading  
“A Christmas 
Carol” by Charles 
Dickens 

• Analyse the characterisation and themes within a narrative 

• Identify, analyse and embed textual evidence 

• Explore the contextual impact and significance of Victorian England 

Extract based reading assessment 
 
Assessment week (w/b 11th Nov 2019) 

Spring 1 

Writing to Argue 
Exploration of 
inequality in 
society 

• Read a range of thematic non-fiction writing  

• Explore how to express beliefs and attitudes through argumentative writing 

• Develop an understanding of rhetorical devices and how language can be used to present 
opinions and perspectives 

• Use accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar 

 
An argumentative piece of writing 
responding to a statement provided.  
(The assessment will take place during 
assessment week after half term) 
 

Spring 2 

Reading  
“Of Mice and 
Men” by John 
Steinbeck 

• Consider the use of language, setting and characterisation  

• Analyse the use of structure within a novella  

• Explore a text in relation to its social, political and historical context 

Assessment week (w/b 24th Feb 2020)  
(see Spring 1)  
Extract based reading assessment  

Summer 1 

Reading  
Shakespeare’s 
“Romeo and 
Juliet” 

• Explore the play form 

• Develop knowledge of subject specific terminology and dramatic terms 

• Identify and analyse textual references  

• Analyse and explore a text in relation to its historical and social context 

Extract based reading assessment  

Summer 2 

Reading  
“Moon on the 
Tides” poetry 
anthology 

• Engage with a variety of different poetic forms and poets from across the century  

• Explore the use of poetic language, structure and imagery 

• Develop comparative writing skills  

A comparative essay, requiring students to 
compare two poems in light of a question 
focus. 

 
Further Information 
Exam / Assessment times: November and June. 
*all assessments emulate the structure and assessment objectives of the AQA English Language and English Literature GCSEs 
Google Classroom revision code: e68g0t 


