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This week marks two months since the closure 
of schools – and it has not been an easy two 
months. But in difficult times, it is crucial to 
stay positive and stay busy. The worst thing 

we can do now is give up and take on a 
negative attitude. 

 
It has been wonderful to see so many great 

submissions for the school magazine, and 
thanks to the fantastic group effort, we have 
managed to make this the biggest and best 
issue yet! It is great to see so many people 
taking an active role and writing about things 
that they are passionate about.  
 
We have a plethora of themes in this issue, 
and there is bound to be something 
interesting for every reader. From topics such 
as cinema and sport to the more niche topic of 
marine biology, the diversity of the interests of 
our writers is outstanding.  

 
Although this is the best yet, it is also my final 

edition as editor. The future is uncertain for 
everyone, but it is now my time to hand the 

Chace Chronicle on to the next editor. After 
three successful issues, I can safely say that it 

has been a tremendous experience working 
with a wonderful group of people to get my 

idea of the student magazine into fruition.  
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the new Head Students, David 

and Rene (from whom a message is attached 
<-  ), as well as their deputies, Maisy Lottie and 

Theo, and wish their journey to be as great as 
mine has been.  
 

Thank you to everyone that read and 
contributed to The Chace Chronicle, and I 

hope you enjoy the third edition! 
Bartek Cichowlas  

Editor and Head Student Emeritus 
 

Hello.  
I hope that you and your families have been keeping well. 
  
I am Rene Kande, one of your newly appointed Head Students.  
Back in February, you – the students – elected me on the 
premise that I will stick to the promises that I had made during 
my campaign, with an overarching aim to improve student life 
for all.  My slogan was that I will get things done! 
  
Unfortunately, the situation has changed dramatically since 
then.  We are currently isolated indoors for the health, safety 
and wellbeing of ourselves, our family, our friends, and our 
communities.  Inevitably this brings an almighty challenge to us 
all, which we must adapt to.  We may not be able to see each 
other face to face for the foreseeable future, though rest 
assured that none of you are forgotten.   
  
I thank everyone who is helping and supporting our key 
workers, NHS staff and our community in whatever way they 
can.  As a school community there is no doubt that we are 
working together, providing support, and helping each other in 
these difficult times. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all well. 
Rene Kande – Head Student 
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Keeping busy has become an essential part of our wellbeing. Here is what some of our students have been up to : 

During my time of self-
isolation I have been doing a 
lot of fitness, I have been 
doing; 
 

• 3-5 dance classes a day! 

• 4 and a half mile run a 
day! 

• Stretching and cardio a 

day! 

• And Sunday I have as a 
rest day. 

 
I absolutely love fitness, it is a 
great distraction from 

everything that is happening 
at the moment and it also 
releases great endorphins 
which makes the human body 
happy! 
 
 Isabelle Embleton. 

I'm sure you know about video calls, 
that's what me and my best friend do all 
the time to fill our boredom, the best bit 
about it, is that we have so many jokes 
that makes our day so much better! We 
use social media to stay connected and 

make everyone happy, like friends, 
family, relatives etc.We also have PS4 
and Xbox etc, to stay connected and play 
with each other, we also invite other 
people to join our game to make it more 
fun and competitive! We have group 
chats about different subjects like 

football ones and ones about life etc, it’s 
really cool! I also watch a lot of films with 
my dad, right now we are watching all 
the Marvel Avengers Films! My family 
and I sometimes go to the garden and do 
sports like basketball and football and 
we do a lot of exercises at home! I hope 

you enjoyed my life in quarantine!  What 
about you? How's your day been? How's 
isolation? 
Regards, 
Taylan Mete Gucbas 7AL 
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Quarantine has given us a great opportunity to be creative and do something we might not be able to do on a regular 
basis. Here are some great works from our students.  

We need to relax and stay away from this virus,  
there are many things to distract and inspire us.  
We must be aware our lives are at a risk,  
but if we stay at home there are cakes we can whisk.  
The NHS are working late,  
to help us all, deal with our fate.  
We can help the elderly do their shopping,  
but large gatherings the police will be stopping.  
Sing happy birthday twice whilst washing your hands, 
 people will be singing this all over the lands.  
STAY HOME, SAVE LIVES!!!! 
 
Sophie Manchester   
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hen ENIC 

purchased a 

controlling stake 

of Tottenham 

Hotspur in 2001, 

Levy’s harsh 

monetary policies 

were immediately 

implemented. Fans of the North London 

club were forced to enrol in a vision 

conjured up by the Essex-born 

businessman and his business partner 

Joe Lewis.  

 

This vision involved limited acquisitions 

taking place in the transfer market where 

since the takeover only £944 million has 

been spent on transfers, much lower 

than premier league rivals Manchester 

City, Manchester United, Chelsea and 

Liverpool. The transfer policy allowed 

Spurs to compete with these clubs in 

terms of league places however, 

finishing within the champions league 

places in each of the last four seasons. 

Despite the successive top-four finishes 

Spurs fans have endured a love-hate 

relationship with their chairman with 

many suggesting a lack of expenditure 

costed Tottenham a Champions League 

win in 2019 and resulted in the dismissal 

of Mauricio Pochettino at the start of the 

current season.  

 

This relationship between the chairman 

and supporters soured entirely during 

the Coronavirus pandemic with Spurs 

choosing to furlough their staff in 

accordance with the Government’s 

scheme, cutting their wages by 20% 

instead of paying the staff’s full wages.  

 

This 

decision 

angered 

many 

involved 

with the 

club as well 

as those 

who were 

merely 

aware of 

the 

decision -  

none of 

the players 

received a 

  
Despite the confusion, sport has remained a remained a crucial part of our lives. Here  are three pieces which show why: 

Why Levy shouldn’t be forgiven - Opinion 
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wage cut or wage deferral despite 

this first team receiving an average 

weekly wage of £83,000. The staff 

were also informed of this only 30 

minutes before the news was 

made public. Fans and the media 

were also quick to point out that 

Daniel Levy received a £4 million 

salary in 2018. Levy has responded 

by also taking a 20% pay cut. (Edit 

 

Levy said that the decision was made to 

offset the “annual running cost of 

hundreds of millions” and was made to 

“protect jobs”.  This is despite Joe 

Lewis’ net worth of £3.5 billion 

and his residence in the tax 

haven of The Bahamas.   

 

Following Liverpool and 

Bournemouth, 

Tottenham became the 

third Premier League club to 

reverse their furlough 

decision, agreeing to pay 

the full wages of all members of 

staff, reducing the pressure on the 

Government’s budget. Levy’s motive for 

this decision can be questioned however 

as the club was pressured heavily from 

the Tottenham supporters trust. The 

player’s morals can be scrutinised as well 

considering none of the first team 

offered to cut or defer a percentage of 

their wages in order to aid the NHS or 

ensure that the club could pay the staff’s 

wages. This is especially infuriating 

considering that Barcelona’s players 

have taken a 70% wage cut and Bayern 

Munich’s have taken a 20% pay cut. 

 So why shouldn’t Daniel Levy be 

forgiven for reversing his decision?  

Tottenham Hotspur recorded £460.7 

million of profit in 2019 meaning that it 

wasn’t necessary to furlough the staff in 

order for the club to break even. The 

incentive for the staff pay cut was only 

profit orientated reflecting Levy’s 

previously mentioned 

shroud monetary policy.   

 

Spurs also borrowed £637 

million for the construction of 

their new ‘Tottenham Hotspur’ 

stadium. The decision clearly deemed 

necessary for the club’s sustainable 

business model. The initial furlough 

decision only represents an entire 

feeling of disrespect for the 

workers of Tottenham Hotspur. It 

also compromises the 

government’s effort to contain 

the virus as the furlough budget 

would need to be 

increased in order to 

tend to the needs of the 

football club. Money that 

could otherwise be spent 

on PPE equipment and 

additional hospital beds. Again, 

Levy only reversed his decision due to 

backlash he received from the 

supporter’s trust rather than a change of 

heart.   

 

The indecisiveness from the chairman 

contradicts his ‘community outreach 

project’ which is essential action that 

Spurs undertakes in the local area. It 

implies that the project is purely an 

image-enhancing farce and when it 

comes down to it Levy lacks compassion 

for the community when Tottenham’s 

profits are concerned and therefore 

should not be forgiven. 

 

Amar Mitra-Duggan, year 13.  
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Hey, my name is Taylan and I 

would like to speak about how much I 

love football, or in other words, my 

favourite sport.  

 

I have loved football since I was 

born thanks to my dad, him and I are 

huge Arsenal FC fans, we go to matches 

all the time together and we enjoy every 

minute of it. When we don’t go to 

matches, we watch at home and scream 

our heads when we score or win, its way 

too funny. I have been playing football 

since the age of 4, and I have been lucky 

enough to represent the school football 

team both at primary school and 

secondary school. 

 

Another one of my favourite 

sports is basketball, I have also been 

playing that since the age of 9. 

Unfortunately, there was no basketball 

team at primary but now there is at 

secondary! 

 

Another one of my favourite 

sports is cricket, I have been playing 

since the age of 10, I wasn’t the best, but 

I was really good, I was picked again for 

the primary school cricket team, and my 

team and I did really well. 

 

 

 

 

 

Another one of my favourite 

sports is running, it makes me feel really 

happy when I run with my friends and 

the period 7 lesson ‘Running club’ but 

because of the coronavirus pandemic, 

school is off unfortunately. 

 

Those are my favourite sports 

and my article about my favourite 

sports! 

Made by Taylan Gucbas 7AL 

  

  

Made by Ricardo Knipe 
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Terraria is a PC game created by Re-Logic and 505 Games in 2011 and is 
similar to Minecraft by Mojang in 2009 in the way that they are both sandbox 
type games. This means that you can essentially make your own fun or do 
anything you want, but here is how it is different: there are 2 parts in a human 
lifetime, the first is before playing Terraria, and the second is after playing 
Terraria. You see in my opinion, I think Terraria is leagues better than Minecraft 
for a variety of reasons. For example, the game is practically a JRPG and a 
sandbox type game in the way there is lore that you can read online, and unlike 
Minecraft’s 3 or 4 bosses, Terraria has 10+ bosses. 

 
On that topic, Terraria has a wild amount of more gameplay than 

Minecraft does, for instance how the game has nearly 4000 items and counting 
with every new update, and it always feels like there is something to do. 
Sometimes I fire up the game before bed just to do something that makes me 
feel accomplished that day. The graphics of the game are all luxurious and 
vibrant with colour, the gameplay is massive, but I do have 1 problem with the 
game personally, and that is the music, which is honestly not my cup of tea. It is 
really good, and there are songs I like and everyone on the internet loves it, but 
it’s not it’s strong suit in my eyes. 
 

So overall, I give Terraria an 8.75/10. It’s accessible to pretty much anyone 
due to being on PC and mobile (which if you’re reading this you definitely own 
one of those) and major home consoles as well, the graphics are great, the 
gameplay is huge, but the soundtrack is lacking in my opinion. So like I said, 
8.75/10 Would build again.   Anonymous submission  

If anyone is feeling bored and wants to try out a new game, this is the page for you! 
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The Amazing Life of a Cuttlefish 
There are many qualities that Cuttlefish possess that most people don’t 
know about. 
 
The first and I think the most amazing is that they can camouflage for 
many different reasons.  A few of these are: 
• To lure prey 
• To protect itself from predators; if it feels threatened it violently flashes 
bright colours to confuse it predator.  This gives it enough time to swim 
away. 
• To blend into the background 
 
Did you know that Cuttlefish have three hearts?  Two are used to pump 
blood into the gills and the third one pumps blood into the other organs. 
 
Sadly, a Cuttlefish will only live for up to 24 months.  They are eaten by 
dolphins, sharks, seals, sea birds and other cuttlefish.  Although, 
extraordinarily, a male Cuttlefish can pose as a female Cuttlefish so as not 
to be eaten by another male. 
 
Cuttlefish die shortly after mating.  This is because of major stress 
hormones built up over this time! 
 
By Gethin Cason, 7SM 

Not many people have heard of Cuttlefish – read on for a insightful glance at one of nature’s phenomena 
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Why Todd Phillips’ “Joker” is a dangerously 

good film 
 
The 2019 representation of the classic DC comic villain has 

been hailed by many as a masterpiece, and the awards are 

a great representation of the success it has seen; with 

eleven Academy Award nominations and one Oscar, a 

golden globe and a BAFTA, it is hard to deny the fact that 

the film was well received. And it’s not only the accolades 

which reflect the triumph of the psychological thriller – 

despite being only the sixth-highest grossing film in 2019, 

it is the highest grossing r-rated film of all time, 

simultaneously becoming the first one to reach a box 

office of $1 billion. So what’s the deal? Is it just another 

loud, pretentious superhero film that happened to be 

popular in the tight Hollywood circle of fame? 

 

It definitely wasn’t meant to be. The film is far from 

conventional, instead using the popularity of comic book 

movies to tell a story that bends these conventions, in an 

artistic yet ominous way. Though it tells the story of 

Batman’s biggest enemy, it gives the fictitious antihero an 

incredibly realistic modern twist, that stays away from 

excessive special effects or unnecessary, prolonged 

fighting scenes. Above all, it is a character study, which 

focuses on the psychological side and traumas of the 

protagonist (if it is possible to use this term for a villain), 

and allows the audience to discover a new side to a 

previously negatively perceived image.  

 

It is a well known fact to anyone that has heard 

about the motion picture that Joaquin Phoenix’s 

interpretation of the Joker earned its place 

among the great films of the year, if not the 

century – and it wasn’t without reason. 

There have been many actors who have 

shot their shot at the enigmatic character, 

some of which were very successful, 

even earning an Oscar (Heath Ledger in 

the Dark Knight) and some, namely Jared 

Leto in Suicide Squad, perplexed critics 

(though I personally enjoyed Leto’s 

modern twist). But Phoenix’s technical 

ability and range took the film to a new 

level, rendering it a masterpiece. 

Though the film is littered 

with great examples, there 

are two scenes that stand 

out to me, two scenes 

which demonstrate the 

highest skill and 

precision of the actor’s 

performance (spoiler 

alert).  

 

The moment 

preceding the 

murder of Murray 

(played by Robert 

 

 

 

 

De Niro) is incredibly powerful and impactful on the whole 

film as well as on the character of Joker. It comes right at 

the end of the film, after the audience has seen the pain, 

suffering and helplessness that Arthur has experienced. 

But although he asks to be introduced as Joker, he still has 

an air of his past self, a drop of good in his look that 

almost makes us in denial of his fully becoming a villain. 

But when he does, Phoenix presents it in style. While on 

stage with Murray, conversing about his comedic 

performance, his dark confession almost slips out, 

accidentally, as if it were a well known fact to everyone. 

 

 When he realises the damage of what he has just uttered, 

his tone shifts. In that moment, the slight tremble of his 

 

 lips, the glance at Murray, during the quote “I’ve got 

nothing left to lose”,  Arthur Fleck (and simultaneously 

Phoenix) becomes  

Joker. The whole film builds up to this exact moment, 

which makes the delivery of the line so important – and 

Phoenix does not disappoint. The swaying of his head, his 

eyes glancing up and down, from the audience to Murray 

to the floor. His lips smiling gently but carelessly; every 

detail of the delivery of the line is at the same time 

thought-through and natural – nothing short of a 

masterclass.  

The second defining moment comes prior to this, during 

the scene on the train, where then still Arthur 

Fleck shows us four sides of his unstable 

emotional state, and carefully positions 

the audience to feel in four different 

ways for him. 

 

When he sees three thugs picking on 

a young woman, he is nervous and 

confused about how to act – though 

he seems to want to protect himself, 

the audience can see he is visibly 

disconcerted about the crude 

behaviours of the men through his 

uncontrolled sudden movements. 

When the tables turn, and he 

becomes the victim, we see 

his helplessness and fear. 

Acting in self defence, he 

shoots two of the guys. 

When the audience 

expects him to run, after 

what should have been a 

traumatic experience, 

the look in his eyes 

subtly shifts. He steps 

off the train and turns 

into a cold blooded 

predator, hunting 

down his final victim, 

and the panic 

  
 
 
 

A review of the recent film, Joker; do not read if you haven’t watched it, there are lots of spoilers :D 
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previously present in his hapless 

actions is no longer visible. When 

he finally catches up and murders 

the third and final man, we see 

Arthur catch himself – the look of 

fear creeps back into his face, and 

the uncertain, frantic movements 

come back. He shakes his head left 

to right, begins to tremble, and runs 

away. Throughout these short four 

minutes, we see the scope of chaos 

associated with the Joker. In such a 

short scene, so much happens, and 

this is so effective thanks to the 

precision and talent of Joaquin 

Phoenix.  

 

The list of Phoenix’s victories in the 

film is nearly endless – his eerie 

laugh omnipresent in varied forms 

throughout, his uncoordinated and 

unconventional run, the infamous 

dance down the stairs, the ingenious manipulation of a 

simple cigarette which led people to joke that it should 

have won best supporting actor at the Academy Awards. 

But none of this would have been recognised or even used 

to the fullest without Todd Phillips’ creative approach and 

openness to let his actor bloom. He recognised the 

potential and made use of it, not only through the great 

relationship he built with Joaquin, but also by constructing 

the script and mise-en-scene which are so often neglected. 

Everything on the screen is well planned, and every word 

that is said has a meaningful impact on the story. Things 

such as the increasing litter on the streets or the graffiti on 

the walls add layers and build up the environment in which 

the character develops. Though a lot of the details are 

picked up subconsciously, such as the constant mess of 

everywhere Arthur goes, nothing on screen is there by 

mistake. Something else which is carefully selected and 

complements the sinister tone of the movie is the music - 

the deep and slow beat of the cello gives Phoenix the base 

for a lot of his movements, and aids his overall 

presentation of the Joker. 

 

Although the execution is intricate and masterful, there is 

no such thing as a perfect person or a flawless film - and 

Joker is in a dangerous area. 

 

It is very easy to drop the s-word* when speaking about 

the film; Arthur’s life is littered with problems that he can’t 

be blamed for, and he is the sum of the hardships that the 

world has brought on him. When he needs psychological 

support, the system fails him; when he was doing his job 

as a clown, he was robbed of a sign and lost his job 

because of it; he lacks a father figure and in consequence 

must care for his dying mother. He becomes the hero of 

the film, and the audience is positioned to feel sorrowful 

for the disasters that meet him - and rightfully so. But 

Joker comes very close to the limit for compassion for a 

villain. 

*society 

 

Joaquin Phoenix induces so much emotion for his 

character that the viewer almost looks over the horrible 

things he does. Placing a character like 

Joker in the forefront, and creating a 

strong connection throughout the 

majority of the film (before his crimes 

take place) makes it hard for the receiver 

to look past what we feel for him. Going 

back to the aforementioned triple murder 

scene, the audience sympathises so much 

with the protagonist that it is very difficult 

to see the pure evil in the protagonist’s 

actions - especially the final cold blooded 

predatory kill. It comes very close to 

justifying an act that is not only against 

the law, but is against most people’s 

moral values. This is the same with the 

murder of Murray; throughout the film, 

the audience is positioned to put so 

much hope into the show presenter, 

wanting him to become the fatherly 

figure Arthur Fleck has longed for. When 

in reality he does the contrary and makes 

Arthur the butt of his joke, De Niro 

instantly changes in our view to become the antagonist. 

Although what he does is exceedingly cruel, it is still not an 

action which renders it fair to kill him. 

 

After all, Joker is a villain. No matter how hard he has had 

it in life, how much we sympathise with him, what he does 

is plainly and simply wrong. It is crucial to not forget that, 

in spite of the resemblance, Gotham is a fictional setting, 

exaggerated to enhance the story of the comic book 

villain. As soon as we start comparing it with “today’s 

society” (whatever that even means) it gets twisted up as 

we begin to cross the line of good and evil. What we must 

recognise is that by spreading negativity to a mass 

audience, such as the audience of the Joker, we move 

towards the unfortunate mentality of the character, as 

opposed to spreading positivity. It is undeniably true that 

Arthur Fleck has had a torturous life, but it is one that is 

made up. It is very rare that someone in the real world may 

experience torments like Joker, but when it does happen, 

using the film as a metaphor for the evil that goes on in 

the world helps nobody. While the real world has many 

flaws, we in no way combat them by glorifying the actions 

of Joker. 

 

The film is an artwork; a character study which explores the 

story of a villain. Although it is a feasible story, it in no way 

should be viewed as an allegory for the true world we live 

in. While the motives, as all artwork is entitled to, criticise 

our system, it offers no reasonable solution - quite the 

contrary, it demonstrates the worst possible scenario. The 

film should be judged by how successfully it achieves its 

primary purpose of entertainment through the visual arts - 

which it does at the very highest level - not by how 

successfully it criticises society.  

 

So let me finish by a criticism of society of my own: a 

society in which a mass audience justifies the actions of a 

villain is dangerous. Nevertheless, Joker is an exquisite 

implementation of a threatening idea, and should be 

viewed as a work of art, not a revolutionary film.  

 

Written by Bartek Cichowlas 
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They say that a reader lives a thousand lives before they die - here are some suggestions courtesy of Miss Milton ☺ 
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Things may feel unsettled right now, but one thing is clear: small acts of 
kindness can make a difference. There has certainly been an outpouring 
of kindness across the country and you  can play their role too.  
 
 
The British Red Cross have produced a kindness calendar. Here are 
some of their suggestions below (always get a parent/ carers 
permission first).  
 
 
 
What is kindness and why is it important to be kind in a crisis? 

• Kindness in the community - check in on neighbours in a safe 
way. 

• Call or write to a relative. 
• Write down three things you are grateful for. 

• Learn techniques to help you cope in a crisis. 
• Do something helpful for a friend or family member – cook a 

meal or teach someone a new skill.   
• Stay at home - by following this advice you are being kind to 

others in the community and helping to save lives. 
 
 
 
If you want to know more, visit https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-
involved/teaching-resources/kindness-calendar. 
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The student council has been busy all year; here is some insight into their work.  
 

This year we have done many things for a variety of causes. This includes charity work and running a Student Council 
surgery. Although our work may be halted during this difficult time, we have still accomplished lots during this year. We 
also have four committees that have been hard at work: Communications, Teaching and Learning, Environment and 
Charities. They have all been working hard and producing fantastic work.  
 
The Environment Committee leads on the cleanliness of the diner and the school as well as trying to find new ways to 
become greener as a school. They organised a group of Environmental Officers that clean up the diner in return for a 
lunch pass. Moreover, as you most likely may have noticed, the plastic water bottles have been eradicated from our 
school, reducing our carbon footprint. This was a big step in the right direction for us. 
 
Furthermore, The Communications Committee has been working hard to voice student opinions and implement changes 
in response to your concerns. We did this by running a school surgery where you brought your suggestions to us. From 
this, we have been able to make the small changes that you have asked for in our school. This was a large success with 
over 60 different types of responses from more appropriate homework to ensuring that our diner is up to scratch. 
Hopefully, we will be able to act upon more of your suggestions when we are back at school once again. In addition to 
this, we had also just started work on a new ‘Student Council’ tile for RM Unify that hopefully will be up and running 
soon.  
 
The Charities Committee have been organising various fundraising activities throughout this year to raise awaren ess for 
lots of local charities. By keeping up with current issues, they were able to arrange a £1 Trainer Day to support the 
Australian Bushfire Appeal during a time they would have needed it most. They find new and unique ways of gathering 
resources that would benefit these organisations and help others in need by using all the kind donations and creating 
“Rescue Rucksacks” for the homeless or collecting 549.7kg of food to support our Food Bank. We have also supported 
the food bank during this time of crisis, organising a safe collection of over forty plastic bags full of food. The generosity 
and kindness of the whole Chace community this year is no doubt making a significant difference in the lives of the 
vulnerable who need the assistance and necessities more than ever. 
 
The Teaching and Learning Committee is dedicated to improving your learning inside the classroom and has been 
sharing the issues raised from different year groups with Chace Lead Teachers. The teachers have implemented many 
strategies to ensure the teaching and learning at Chace is as effective as possible for all students. We have taken all this 
into consideration and suggested ways to improve like making sure all homework has clear, constructive feedback and 
giving students more thinking time before having to respond to questioning in the lesson. When school is opened again, 
we will strive to receive all your worries and concerns about your learning and try to resolve any problems you may 
have. 
 
The Student Council works hard to guarantee that everyone has the best possible experience at Chace from lessons to 
the options in the diner. We are always open to suggestions and provide support in confiden ce. Our team cares very 
much about the wellbeing of every Chace student and welcomes any feedback from students.  
 
By David (Communication Committee) and Vanshi (Teaching Learning Committee)  
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Thank You for 

reading. 

 

Stay Safe and Keep 

smiling :D 


